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November 17, 1965 11:15 a.m. 


Ball called Bundy to give him chronology: In July 

1964 U Thant visited Rangoon but did not raise question at 
that time with Ne Win. In August he did send a message 
through Hanoi through Soviets using Suslov apparently as 
his intermediary. He raised question about meeting between 
Hanoi and representative of US at unspecified place. He 
had reply in three weeks that they would be glad to send 
representative very privately to talk with US rep but said 
parenthetically and confidentially that they did not want 
Peking to know about it. He talked to Stevenson early part 
of September and waited for reply from Stevenson. Stevenson 
seemed embarrassed but did not give answer until November 
when Stevenson raised question as to what level and place. 

UThant suggested four, places - Cambodia, France, Burma and 
Pakistan but he thought Burma would be best,. He asked Stevenson 
if he agreed with clearing with Burmese Government; he 
raised question with Ne Win and got agreement. He thought 
it best to use our Ambassador in Rangoon to talk with North 
Vietnamese Consul General. In December U Thant was con- 
valescing from ulcers and did not discuss question again 
until January when he raised it again with Stevenson who said 
it was very difficult for Washington and the Government of 
South Viet-Nam was shaky and might fall and because South 
Viet -Nam did not want us to go behind its back. Then it went 
to 23rd when UThant had his press conference. 

Ball said Secretary's recollection was that it was one 
of those things he talked with Stevenson along with others 
and because (at the time they were getting messages from 
various intermediaries) it did not have mark of seriousness, 
he was very much afraid it was a move to embarrass us with 
Saigon and there was doubt of anything substantive. We did 
not reject it — we simply did not indicate that we wanted to 
go ahead at that time but put it on shelf for consideration 
for future . 
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Ball said one of the questions is whether it would be 
useful to talk to Dick Russell and pipe him down. He is 
shocked and can't imagine why we did not pursue this. 

Bundy said he thinks it is desirable to talk to Russel and 
Ball said he would arrange this. 

Ball then mentioned the Schoenbrun story and said we 
checked it carefully. Schoenbrun said he talked with French 
official that on 4th day of bombing pause NVN came to French 
and said they were ready for talks but we ignored it and 
resumed bombing. Ball said French did not talk with us 
until after pause was over and it was reiteration of four 
points . McBundy said it should not take three days for 
dipl. negotiation if it took them that long. 
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